Running Head: HEALTHCARE INSURANCE COVERAGE 	1

HEALTHCARE INSURANCE COVERAGE		 5






Healthcare Insurance Coverage
Name of Student
Name of Institution


Healthcare Insurance Coverage
Health insurance is beneficial to the patient in the coverage of surgical and medical expenses. Depending on the choices, the insurance cover may require either direct costs off-the-pocket for the insurer while receiving reimbursements, or payments directly from the insurer to the provider. In the United States, health insurance is part of the benefits granted to an employee. The legislation passed in 2010, the Affordable Care Act, requires that all Americans have a form of health insurance cover, failure to which is grounds for a fine (Weatherspoon, 2018). As of 2019, it is no longer legally mandatory for each citizen to have health cover. Each state has jurisdictional authority on the regulation of insurance. According to a health insurance report, private health insurance was more prevalent at 67.2% than the government at 37.7% in 2017 (Berchick, Hood, & Barnett, 2018). However, there is a political discord on the role of government in the provision of health insurance. 
According to a recent survey, statistically, 45% of adults in the United States are inadequately insured, which is roughly similar to 2010 despite the essential policy shifts. The un-insurance rate for the adult population stands at 12.4% as of 2018, same two years prior, and insurance for more than half of the entire community comes through their employers (Collins, Bhupal, & Doty, 2019). The survey also indicates that the rate of insufficient insurance emanates from the policies under the ACA, which focused on the expansion of coverage options for those without access to a job, but the little legislation-based impact to the level and quality of cover based on the employer market. The federal policy is highly influential to the Democratic voters, and the debate on the same in the Democratic primary for the 2020 presidential candidates fell under three distinct categories. 
Elizabeth Warren and Beth Sanders were firm in their support for Medicare for all. The concept involves a single-payer system where every civilian within a government-regulated insurance plan. Steve Bullock and john Delaney had two crucial worries that would result from a single-payer system; the disruption by introducing a single-payer system would increase the taxes to cover the cost of coverage, and the potential backlash resulting from phasing out the private health insurance providers. The opinions of Beta O'Rourke and Pete Buttigieg split between both ideas and based their debate of values. They expressed encouraged for the single-payer system but also were open to other policy implementations that improve healthcare coverage. The discord on stage, illustrates important critical points for essential policies to the Democrats (Joung, Gajanan, Law, Greenspan, & Abrams, 2019); should they embrace bold, progressive platforms that Republicans are sure to label as socialist and calamitously expensive in the general election? Should they stick with a middle-of-the-road agenda, hoping to win back centre-right voters sceptical of President Trump? Or should they eschew policy details altogether and instead run on values that place the party in sharp contrast to the man currently occupying the White House?
Senator Sanders backed up his argument up by highlighting the statistics of the Americans who are currently either not insured, or under-insured, claiming as a human right, insurance should be available to all. Joe Biden held a different opinion of supporting a public option that provided free coverage for the low-income people, whose states objected from expanding Medicaid under the ACA. His specific though was improving on the established Obamacare, while also allowing the citizens to opt for either buying of private insurance or the national government healthcare program (Abrams, 2019). Kamala Harris also expressed her opinion that would eliminate the private health coverage programs. However, she was also in favor of other moderate proposals that would give the public options for buying into Medicaid and lowering the eligibility threshold of Medicare to 50. The roll-out of private insurance, according to Harris, would take ten years as opposed to the four as proposed by Sanders, and tight regulations would stipulate the standards necessary for the private insurers to function. The source of government based insurance cover would be taxed from households that make more than $100,000 as opposed to $29,000 that Sanders proposed (Uhrmacher, Schaul, Firozi, & Stein, 2019). 
Kristen Gillibrand, though in support of the Medicare-for-all plan, indicated the intricacy of the transition period. Though she did not publicly support the policy in the debate, she supported the system. She had previously formulated a simple structure; those that do not have an insurance policy that they preferred would have the option of buying it from the percentage of income depending on what they could afford (Abrams, 2019). Though there is a significantly preferred opinion in the Democratic Party that the government should ensure all citizens have health care coverage, the opinions differ primarily on how this policy is to be achieved. A significant 44% of Americans do not think that the government has the responsibility to ensure healthcare coverage for its citizens, while 53% think the government should. The latter figure illustrates a drop in statistics from 60% as of September 2018 (Dunn, 2019)
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